Additional Carbon Survey Funding Guidance Document (UKSPF Green Business Grants)

Following high demand in the Green Business Grant programme, North Somerset Council is offering a limited number of free carbon surveys to eligible SMEs, sole traders, charities, and Community Interest Companies (CICs). 
A carbon survey provides tailored insights into your organisation’s carbon footprint, helping you identify energy inefficiencies and practical steps to reduce consumption and emissions. These surveys will be delivered by Future Leap. Benefits include:
· Lower energy costs
· Improved environmental performance
· Enhanced eligibility for future sustainability funding and initiatives
Please note that this offer does not currently include any grant funding opportunities following the carbon survey. 
To learn more about Future Leap’s consultancy services, visit: 🔗 https://futureleap.co.uk/consultancy/ 
Applications are open now and will close on 31st October 2025. Successful applicants will be contacted after the deadline.
Who is eligible to apply?
· You have a trading address in North Somerset https://www.gov.uk/find-local-council .
· You are EITHER a small or medium sized enterprise–fewer than 250 employees AND a turnover of equal to or less than £36 million OR a balance sheet of equal to or less than £18 million, including any partnership your organisation is a part of or any linked enterprises.
· OR you are a sole trader - a self-employed individual who owns and runs a business and does not employ any additional employees (other than themselves).
· OR you are a charity or community interest company registered within North Somerset.
Who is not eligible to apply? 
The following businesses are not eligible to apply: 
· Large businesses, partnerships, and businesses using cash-based accounting.
· Franchises or smaller business units part of a larger parent company structure.
· Religious institutions.
· Schools, colleges and universities, GPs, dentists, care homes, and publicly funded services.
· Private domestic landlords or businesses operating from buildings that are required by law to have a domestic Energy Performance Certificate.
· Businesses operating from a domestic or residential property.
· Applicants or organisations that are in administration, that are bankrupt or going through bankruptcy proceedings, that are insolvent, or for whom a striking off notice has been made.
Why should your business have a carbon survey?
· Understand your carbon footprint with a clear breakdown of current emissions across your business.
· Get expert, tailored recommendations to cut energy use and lower emissions effectively.
· Save money by identifying opportunities to reduce energy bills and boost efficiency.
· Enhance your reputation to appeal to environmentally conscious customers and clients.
· Unlock funding and support opportunities to help implement sustainable changes and technologies. 
How to Apply
· Step 1: Register your interest in receiving a carbon survey using the following link https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/Wg7L0bwxcm before the end of the day on Friday 31st October 2025

· Step 2: If you successfully qualify for a carbon survey, you will need to coordinate with our partners at Future Leap to arrange a site visit and share information such as energy bills.



Frequently Asked Questions 
How is the Green Business Grant programme funded?
The programme is funded by UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF), which succeeds the old EU structural funds. This money aim to support local places across England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland to invest in three local priorities: communities and place, support for local businesses, and people and skills. More information can be found here UK Shared Prosperity Fund: prospectus - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).
I have a carbon survey from the previous UKSPF funding round. Can I apply for another carbon survey?
If there have been significant changes in the business (like building expansion or addition), undertaking a fresh carbon survey could be useful. Please contact climate.emergency@n-somerset.gov.uk to seek further advise on eligibility.
Can I apply if I have applied for other grants in the council before?
We would welcome applications from businesses who have applied for grants through the council before.
I am not sure if my business is eligible for the funding programme? 
If after reading this guidance you still have any questions about eligibility, please contact the grant support team at climate.emergency@n-somerset.gov.uk
I work from home, or my office is based at my home. Am I eligible to apply for this funding?
To qualify for this funding, your business address and premises must be entirely separate from your home address. This ensures accurate assessment of energy savings and costs specific to your business operations, as combined energy bills for home and business cannot be quantified effectively. 
What should I do if I have trouble completing the expression of interest form?
If you need assistance, please contact the grant support team at climate.emergency@n-somerset.gov.uk, and we will be happy to help guide you through the process.
How long does it take to hear back about my application?
We will aim to notify you of the outcome within 2-4 weeks after the application deadline. 
What happens if my application is unsuccessful?
If your application is not successful, you will have the opportunity to ask us for feedback on the reasons for the decision. You may be able to reapply for future funding opportunities.

If you have any further questions about the details in this document or the programme, please do not hesitate to contact the grant support team at climate.emergency@n-somerset.gov.uk




